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DIVING LIVEABOARDS AND CHARTERS - AZORES ISLANDS

Fountaine Pajot Helia 44 Evolution Sailing Catamaran

Diving liveaboards from May until October:

High Season: July (starting on 4th), August and September weeks: 3190€

Non-divers: 2890€
Rest of the season (June and October): 2990€

Non-divers: 2690€
Sailing Charters:
Low Season per day 2500€
Per week 16500€
High season per day 2700€
Per week (Saturday to Saturday only) 18000€

For groups and special last-minute deals, please contact us.

Location & Check-in

Meeting point is at our dive center — Espirito Azul www.espiritoazul.com - for
paperwork and equipment rental/check. If you come to the Island before the trip,
you can also book some dives with us, by contacting the dive center directly at
info@espiritoazul.com or +351 914 898 352. In addition, we have a Guest House

with 4 rooms located 2 minutes away from the Dive Center, if you, or your group
need to book an accommodation, before or after the Liveaboard.

Located in the Marina of Vila Franca do Campo, Sdo Miguel Island.


http://www.espiritoazul.com/
mailto:info@espiritoazul.com

Time of check-in is at 3pm for all guests, check-out is at 9am, after Breakfast.

Pick-up is not offered, however, there are plenty of taxis outside the Ponta
Delgada airport that will bring you to us for around 40€. If you prefer booking a
transfer, we recommend contacting Ricardo at www.amazingtours.pt; he can also

offer some fantastic inland Tours, should you be interested in doing some.

Conditions

For individual bookings, we usually only accept 6 guests maximum (3 cabins).
Cabins will be shared by individual guests of the same gender.

For liveaboards, and for groups of 8 guests (maximum number of guests, ifitis a
full charter), one of the bathrooms has to be shared with the crew, as explained
below.

Free WIFI, although with a small daily limit, and not available at all, when offshore.
Please note that, if you need to do meetings/video calls, or large downloads, this
will be very difficult during your trip, or even impossible. An alternative is to enjoy
the views, and your dive buddies.

Also, you should bring seasickness pills if you are prone to seasickness,
eventual medication that you need, and any personal items, or special milks,
cookies, or that favourite thing of yours, that you might need for the trip.

Meals

We offer an English and continental-mix breakfast, Lunch and Dinner, usually
composed of one fish and one meat dishes a day, most recipes being Portuguese
cuisine, but some international meals as well. Soft drinks, tea and coffee are
included, alcoholic beverages can be paid for onboard — cash only. Some cookies
are always available, and a mid afternoon snack is always served also.

Special dietary requirements (except Vegan) can be arranged onboard, if
previously ordered, since we only have one Chef and have certain kitchen and
storage limitations. This service has an extra charge of 300€/week. This
information should be given to us on the preboarding form as early as possible.

BYO: If you want to bring your own snacks, or certain items that are more indicated
for your diet feel free to bring them, but you will likely have to store them in your
cabin.


http://www.amazingtours.pt/

Accommodation

Cabins: 4 of them with queen-size beds (all of which can be converted to 2 single
beds with a wooden board, if previously requested). There’s the possibility of
booking a whole cabin for one guest, with the fee of 1500€ (single supplement).

Bathrooms: 3 of the cabins have their own private bathroom. The last cabin to be
booked will have to share the bathroom with the staff, however, it has two
independent entrances, meaning the guests don’t have to leave the privacy of their
room to get to the bathroom. (Amenities are not included)

Linens are included: One set of bed linen and one set of bath and hand towels is
supplied for the week. We also offer one Water and Wind poncho, for outdoor use,
which you can keep for yourself as our treat.

Electric plugs onboard are European 220 Volts Type C and F, plus USB charging
ports. Leaving devices to charge in the cabins is not allowed, unless guests are
there.

To manage space onboard, and to protect the sensitive surfaces on board
(fiberglass, wood, etc), Big or hard suitcases are not allowed inside the boat.
They will be left on the port and stored in our facilities (dive center). Therefore, we
always suggest that our guests unload their bags into the boat, before departure.
Therefore, we suggest you bring all the belongings divided in smaller soft bags,
to make it easier to unload or store in cabins (except for the diving gear, which can
be directly assembled and stored in the proper places on the dive deck).

Sailing Charters

Maximum Capacity is 8 guests.

Activities: No diving included. We are the only Liveaboard in Azores with a Whale
Watching permit issued by the Local Authorities which means we can look for
whales and approach them, respecting the tight local regulations for the activity
(snorkeling with dolphins is allowed, but not with whales).

Meals and drinks included, except alcoholic drinks.
No more fees: insurance, taxes, port fees, Skipper and onboard Chef included.

Extras, supplements, snorkel gear rental, alcoholic drinks or merchandising goods
can only be paid locally in cash (Euros). We do not accept credit card payments
on board.



Liveaboards

Duration: Check-in Saturday 3pm to check-out Saturday 9am after breakfast, 8
days and 7 nights in our sailing Catamaran.

Requirements: Minimum of 5 guests; Advanced Open Water and a minimum of 50
logged dives. SMB is mandatory, and a Torch is highly recommended.

Route: Mostly centred around the eastern group of the Azores, the sites include,
for example, Formigas Islets, Dollabarat Reef, Ambrosio, D. Jodo de Castro
Bank. These routes and options will be briefed to all the guests on arrival, and
decided according to their expectations, experience, weather, and conditions
(diving and sailing). The Azores archipelago has 9 inhabited islands, spread along
around 600Km, so only in a 2-week-long program, we will be able to visit more than
2 or 3islands, since our aim is to visit Offshore diving Spots, where diving is the
best, and not close to shore. An example of the great distances between the
islands is that the closest island — Santa Maria - to our starting point, is about 10
hours away.

The Planis to check you in as early possible, board you around 4pm and eventually
perform a check-dive around 6pm, after boarding. After this late afternoon dive,
which we will do if conditions are ok to sail out after it, we can start sailing
offshore, or get back to the port, have a welcome drink and start diving the next
morning (Sunday), depending on the weather conditions and other factors, such as

distance between spots, which will influence if we dive 2 or 3 dives a day (we
always try to offer 3) — except Friday (last full day), when we normally only offer one

dive, in preparation for your flight and sailing back to shore.

Our Dives include

12L steel tank (we have DIN and INT tanks), weights and weight belt. Double valve
tanks are also possible to supply, on request.

All Port and Maritime reserves taxes.

Dive Insurance is offered to all our guests, that includes all diving and boating
activities (as mandatory by Portuguese Law), although we strongly suggest our

guests to have their own personal diving insurance, covering their personal

accidents and equipment.

Instructor or Divemaster guided dives — We will have one Instructor or
Divemaster for the group of maximum 8 guests. Please note that our guides are not
private Instructors, and their job is not to teach diving during the week, but to brief
the group, explain what to do during and after the dives, as well as what to look for,



and to help you navigating the dive spots, in order to have the very best experience
possible. A private Instructor can be hired, if necessary, and previously requested.

Last dive: Considering that it is not advisable to dive less than 24h before the
flight, the last dives will be made on Thursday, or 1 dive on Friday morning,
depending on the hour of the flights. On the rest of the day (Friday), we will most
likely be sailing back from the offshore spots to the arrival port, in order to arrive in
the end of the day, or during the night.

Rental Equipment prices:
15 Lts tanks - 70€/week (please request in advance).

Full gear rental (7mm wetsuit, hood, boots, fins, mask, snorkel, BCD and
Regulator) is 250€/week. Full Snorkeling gear 150 €/week. (Mask, snorkel, wetsuit,
boots, fins and gloves).

Torch or computer 60€ each per week. 7mm Wetsuit, BCD or regulator 70€ each
per week. Other single items are 25€ each per week (boots, fins, mask and snorkel,
gloves, hood and SMB.

Spare equipment is available onboard, for any coming failure on the equipment,
but we don’t have all sizes and types, so, itis very important to check all your gear
in the first dive, and to be able to replace/repair anything needed, before reaching
Offshore spots.

Important Notices

This is the Atlantic. Maximum temperature you can expect is around 24°C (end of
August/September), and 18°C is possible in some dives, or in some seasons.
Please be sure to have appropriate thermal protection for that (we usually rent
7mm suits with integrated hood). Although Azores is well known for having lots of
different types of whales, most of these will never show up in dive sites, which
have shallower depths, so the only possibility to see whales is during the cruising
times to the offshore spots, when done by day light.

If you have your own camera, please be aware that you will have to jump with it,
since the boat is most of the time moving, and too high for someone to pass you
the camera.



A windstopper jacket is advisable, and the only allowed shoes onboard are white
soled, non-marking sailing ones. Also, please bring some warm clothes, since we
are in the Atlantic, and sometimes the wind is chilly.

Minimum certification requested is Level 2 (AOWD or equivalent), and 50
logged dives. Guests with less experience are welcome in some of the bookable
weeks, or in a group booking of similar levels (full charter), but will have to follow
strictly the decisions of the instructor on board, or to accept that some diving
conditions, or diving spots, might not be suitable for them. The other optionis to
hire a private Instructor to join you (please contact us for information/prices on
this).

Divers should be fit for diving in the Atlantic, which sometimes means more
demanding conditions (waves, currents, etc), and they must be autonomous, able
to take care of their equipment, able to climb a ladder with all the equipment on
their own, to deploy a SMB, to jump from a diving platform, and to climb onto a
dinghy. Please note that, if you are not a diver that meets these requirements,
and if we consider that you are not a fit, safe and autonomous diver, you might be
excluded from some, or from all the dives, for your safety and the rest of the
divers. Also, due to the boat configuration, it is really difficult to help guests
climbing the ladder, if they are unable to do it on their own. Please be aware this is
North Atlantic, and not Tropical seas conditions.

Were it to happen that weather did not allow the boat to go out, on any specific
day, guests can still enjoy the stay onboard and of course enjoy all the included
meals, so the only things guests could not do are the dives and the sailing. Our
company will make all the efforts possible to make it up to the guests, offering the
possibility to join inland programs, or local dives with our dive center, ifitis
possible to dive in more sheltered areas. However, this is very unlikely to happen
during our High Season, due to the Azores High.

We don’t usually visit Princess Alice bank in single week programs. This dive
spotis around 300 km away from our departure port, and that would mean
spending too many hours sailing, instead of using it for diving in amazing places).
Also, Princess Alice is known for mobulas and mantas, which we have much closer
to us and in the same numbers (in Formigas, Dollabarat, Ambrésio, etc.), and with
the advantage of getting a lot more chances for seeing whale sharks, since they
appear a lot more frequently in the south islands of Sdo Miguel and Santa Maria.

We don’t offer Blue Shark Diving, because we don’t agree with chumming

techniques targeting animals (especially in areas where they can be fished later).

In the Azores it is only possible to doitin very good conditions (no current, no
waves, etc.), and only in some spots in the Archipelago, usually of 250 meters or
more of depth. Please don’t think Blue Sharks come to regular dive spots. Azores is



not a Shark Destination, in our opinion, since they don’t usually come to regular
dive sites, although we have Hammerheads, Blue Sharks, Makos, Whale Sharks,
among others. These Blue Shark dives are performed while hanging on ropes that
are hanging from a boat, and using chumming techniques (not feeding, but
attracting them with the smell of fish blood and small fish parts from tuna heads
and other greasy fish like horse mackerel), which is the only way to have some
chance to attract and see these animals, and using smaller boats (zodiacs), for
easier/quitter water entry and also to be faster to get in and out of the water.

Smoking is allowed on our cruises, although smokers are of course advised to
smoke only outdoors and on places where they can avoid disturbing other guests.
Mutual respect is recommended.

Cancelation and booking policies

Until 4 weeks before departure: Deposit is lost.

From 2 to 4 weeks before departure: 75% of the total price will be charged.

Less than 2 weeks before departure: 100% of the total price will be charged.

Booking: To secure your booking, a 50% down payment will be asked for, as a
deposit, by bank transfer. The other 50% is due to be paid 1 month before the trip’s
date. For Credit Card payments, please contact us to know what rates that apply.



